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Preface 
My family moved to Jonesboro, AR in the spring of 1974 and family attended Blessed Sacrament Church.  My 

brothers, sister and myself also attended Blessed Sacrament School.  I was a member the Boy Scout Troop 4, 

which met in the parish hall where I earned my Eagle in 1984.  During my first year at Blessed Sacrament 

School in 1974, the convent, chapel and 1906 hospital building were there.  During the next school year, they 

tore down the 1898 convent, 1906 chapel and 1906 hospital building.  When the demolition of the building was 

to be done, all of the students were taken to the parish hall.  After it was down, they opened the back doors on 

the stage and the nunsôs all had tears in their eyes when they saw the chapel was gone.  For the next two 

years we viewed, from our classrooms, the new addition being built at St. Bernardôs Hospital.  This planted the 

seeds of my interest in the block. 

My desire to learn the history of this One Square Block started in the late 2010ôs when I purchased and read 

the three books that Sr. Henrietta Hockle, OSB wrote on the history of the Blessed Sacrament Parish, St. 

Bernardôs Hospital and Olivetan Benedictine Sisters.  I was amazed when I read in her books the different 

buildings and history of our parish.  I wondered where did these buildings exist on the grounds, she didnôt 

include any maps or descriptions of where they were.  I started searching the internet to find any information 

that I could.  The first thing I found was where the first buildings were located.  I found these in the Sanborn 

Maps.  These maps were created in late 1800ôs and early 1900ôs to allow fire insurance companies to assess 

their total liability in urbanized areas of the US and are very detailed.  The maps in this publication are not 

Sanborn Maps, I created these on my own.  I then found many pictures on the internet, Sr. Henrietta Hockleôs 

books and the online Arkansas Catholic newspaper archives.   

The books that Sr. Henrietta Hockle wrote were very detailed about the history and this publication intends to 

enhance details that she describes in her books.  I do not have the rights to any of the pictures in this 

publication and I have copied information from many sources.  For this reason, this publication is free and is 

intended for educational purposes only.  I have tried my best to find as much information as possible on the 

internet, but there are gaps.  If you or someone has more accurate information, additional information or 

pictures, please contact me and I will update this publication.  This One Square Block will always be changing 

as the block has for over 100 years. 

Many people that live or have lived in Jonesboro have seen the church, school, convent and hospital from 

visiting or passing by over the years.  Many buildings have changed or disappeared due to the ever-growing 

St. Bernardôs Hospital.  I hope you enjoy reading about the history of the buildings and how this One Square 

Block changed over the years.  Although I am documenting the history of the buildings, it is people that make 

the church parish, school, convent and hospital what they are.  

--Billy Donovan 

   eagle84usa@gmail.com 
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Before the One Square Block ς {ǘΦ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ ƻƴ Cate Ave 
 

Father Weibel, who was pastor at Pocahontas, contracted a serious illness, which impaired his health 

and he decided he would return to Switzerland.  While on his way to Little Rock to obtain a temporary 

leave from the Bishop, he visited Jonesboro, Arkansas.  The few catholic citizens in Jonesboro 

persuaded him to remain with them in Jonesboro for the winter.  He agreed, and in spite of his illness, 

he began to collect funds for a church building in Jonesboro.  Four lots were purchased on Cate Avenue 

and in February, 1885, the church building was started.  It was completed and equipped with necessary 

furnishings by the latter part of May 1885.  The church was 40 x 20 feet.  A small house was also fitted 

up for the priest and the four lots fenced.  The church was named on May 31st in honor of St. Roman, 

the Abbot, and in memory of Father Weibelôs brother, Brother Roman.  While building the church, Father 

Weibel returned to Pocahontas and the Jonesboro church became a mission to Pocahontas. 

In the spring of 1886, a Catholic school was established in Jonesboro. 

In December of 1887, found Benedictine Nuns founded a convent in Pocahontas.  Father Weibel, in 

April 1889, returned to Jonesboro.  One the first priorities for him was to build a convent for the Sisters.  

The building was a two-story brick building with a basement and hot air furnace.  In 1890 the Convent 

was completed and blessed on October 26, 1890. 

The growth of the congregation required that an addition be built on to the church in May, 1894.  The 

addition was started on September 1894. 

Tragedy struck on May 15, 1896 when lighting struck the front tower of the church during a storm.  

Jonesboro, at that time, had no adequate firefighting facilities so the fire spread rapidly.  In spite of the 

heroic efforts of volunteer firemen, the church, convent and school went up in flames.  Once it was 

realized the buildings were going to burn to the ground, efforts to remove items from the building went 

into full swing, they removed furniture, clothing and other effects and protected the nearby buildings. 

This was the end of St. Romanôs being on Cate Ave.  

 
St. Romanôs Parish off Cate Ave 

Picture Source: Parish On The Ridge, Page 10 
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Illustration of St. Romanôs Church 
Picture Source: Parish On The Ridge, Page 8  
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St. Romanôs Catholic School with Combination Sisterôs House  
Picture Source: Parish On The Ridge, Page 9 
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The Seeds of the One Square Block Are Planted ς 1890s 

1897 - {ǘ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ is Built 
In 1897, Father Weibel looked for a new and more central location for the church and the Sisters School.  

A desirable plot, two acres of ground, within two blocks of the courthouse were found and purchased on 

May 18, 1897.  Two-thirds of the property were bought by the Sisters and the remainder being the 

property of St. Romanôs Congregation. 

On June 7, 1897, Mass was read on the new ground and the laying of the cornerstone of St. Romanôs 

Hall, 80 x 30 feet.  It was used as a church until 1906 as it was too small for the growing congregation.  

The following year the rectory, a two-story building 36 x 46 feet was erected.  

 

On Left, 1897 Rectory, on right, 1897 St. Romanôs Church.   

West side of buildings, view is from S. Church Street looking southeast. 
Picture Source: Parish On The Ridge, Page 16 
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1898 - Holy Angels Convent is Built 
Construction of Holy Angels Convent was begun in the autumn of 1897 and was dedicated on July 10, 

1898. 

 
East side of 1898 Convent, view is looking west. 

Picture Source: Jonesboro Enterprise, Special Magazine Edition, Jonesboro Arkansas Illustrated 

 

West side of 1898 Convent, view is looking east. 
Picture Source: Unknown  
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One Square Block Map ς End of муфлΩǎ 
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A Growing Time ς мфллΩǎ 

1900 - {ǘ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ ƛǎ Established. 
In the autumn months of 1899 saw a major outbreak of malarial fever in the Jonesboro area, many 

cases proving fatal.  There was not any sort of hospital in Jonesboro at the time and many in area were 

desperate need.  Realizing the need of a hospital for the rapidly developing section of Northeast 

Arkansas and urged on by enthusiastic and sympathetic friends conceived the plan for the sisters to 

found a hospital in Jonesboro. 

A house adjacent to the Convent owned by Mr. Robinsonôs was selected and the Sisters purchased it.  

The house, a six-room frame building, was remodeled to suit the new mission.  The hospital was opened 

on July 5, 1900. 

 

Front of 1900 Hospital building, south side. 

View is from E. Matthews Ave, looking north. 
Picture Source: Unknown 
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1901 - !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ 
After the hospital opened, it quickly was inadequate to receive all who sought admission to the hospital.  

In May 1901, the Sisters purchased Mr. Howards residence, east of the 1900 Hospital.  The two 

buildings were connected by a one-story structure, containing two wards, an operating room and a 

dressing room. 

 

View of 1901 addition, 1900 Hospital building to left and 1898 Convent building to the right. 

View is from E. Matthews Ave looking northwest.  
Picture Source: A Century of Serving, page 5 
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Moving the second hospital building closer to the 1900 building in 1901.  This view would be from the east side of 

the 1900 building looking east, E. Matthews Ave would be to the right. 
Picture Source: A Century of Serving, page 6  
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1906 - !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭ Opened 
The number of patients constantly increased, it became obvious that a larger and more accommodating 

building was needed.  The new hospital, built during 1905, was a spacious two-story 46 x 110-foot 

building with a basement.  It was opened to the public on January 1, 1906.  The building was modern for 

the time.  It included 40 well-ventilated rooms, spacious corridors, steam heat, electric lighting, electric 

bells, bath rooms, fire apparatus with hose attachments on every corridor.  For surgical cases, it 

included a first-class operating room, well equipped operating, dressing and sterilizing room equipped 

with all the necessary aseptic apparatus and instruments.  This building was located behind (north) the 

1900 building. 

 

1906 Hospital Building Addition, West Side.   

The view is looking Southeast, E. Matthews Ave would be couple hundred feet past the end of this building. 
Picture Source: On High Ground, page 85 
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1906 ς Holy Angels Convent Chapel is Built 
Simultaneously built with the hospital addition, the convent chapel was built.  It was a 40 x 65-foot, solid 

brick with a cement-block veneer.  The first service was celebrated on March 19, 1906 and the chapel 

was dedicated on May 22, 1907.   

Due to growing congregation at St. Romanôs church, their building was no longer large enough so the 

church moved it services to the Convent Chapel and paid rent until they erected their own church in 

1933.   

The Convent Chapel was located between the 1898 Convent Building and the 1906 Addition to the 

hospital 

 

 

1906 Convent Chapel is on the left, viewing the north side of Chapel, building on right is the east side of the 1898 

Convent.  The view is looking west 
Picture Source: On High Ground, page 86 
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From Left to right, 1898 Convent, 1906 Chapel, 1906 Hospital Addition. 

View is from the West looking East. 

Picture Source: encyclopediaofarkansas.net 
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1907 - New Church Rectory Selected, Existing Rectory CƻƴǾŜǊǘŜŘ ŦƻǊ {ǘΦ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ School 
By 1907, the school had grown so much that more room was needed.  The parish made the decision to 

purchase adjoining property and house from a Mr. Townley.  This house would serve as the rectory and 

the existing rectory would be renovated to be used for the school. 

 

1907 Rectory, West and South Side 

View is from Church St, looking North East 
Source: Post Card 

 

From Left to right, Old Rectory, built 1897, converted to a school 1907, 1898 Convent, 1906 Chapel, 1906 

Hospital Addition, unknown building, 1897 Hall (used as the church until 1906 when the convent chapel was 

completed).  View is from S. Church Street looking east. 
Picture Source: Envelope  
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One Square Block Map ς End of мфллΩǎ 
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New Buildings for School, Convent and Hospital ς мфнлΩǎ 

1920 ς Fire at House North of the Rectory 
On April 10th, the two-story boarding home located north of the Rectory burned to the ground.  It was 

located on the southeast corner of S. Church St and E. Jackson Ave.  It did cause a little damage to the 

rectory, but the rectory was promptly repaired.  This lot was purchased in 1923 by the church. 

1922 ς New St. Romans School Building 
In 1920, the school was facing a problem of not enough space and being spread out between three 

buildings.  It was decided to build a new school with the money the parish had been saving up for a new 

church.  The church also sold the four lots it still owned on Cate Ave to help toward the new school.  

After inspection of the 1897 parish hall, it was determined that if they added on a new building wing to 

the north and renovated the hall, it could be made into a substantial school building. 

Each room would have a blackboard, cloakroom and large windows.  It would be centrally heated with 

restrooms in the basement for boys and girls. 

In January 1922, the building was completed and they starting using it at the beginning of the second 

semester in February. 

 

St. Romanôs School, north side. 

View is looking south, the old church/hall is connected on the back.  

S. Church St would be to the right (west) of this building. 
Picture Source: Parish On The Ridge, Page 33 

  



16 | P a g e 
J u n e 2 0 2 4,  V e r s i o n  1 .5  

1923 ς bŜǿ {ǘΦ .ŜǊƴŀǊŘΩǎ Hospital Building 
The cornerstone for the new building was laid on October 8, 1922 and the ñnew Annexò was dedicated 

and opened on April 15, 1923.  The new building replaced all except one of the old frame buildings, 

1901 addition.  This building is fireproof and has three stories and a basement.  It contained 76 rooms, 

five operating rooms, sterilizing and preparation rooms complete with all modern equipment.  It also 

contained a well-equipped obstetrical department, meeting and lecture rooms for the doctors, elevator 

and telephone system. 

 

St. Bernardôs Hospital 1923 Addition, south side of the building facing E. Matthews Ave. 

1901 Building is on the right. 

The view is looking north, with E. Matthews Ave at bottom of picture. 
Picture Source: A Century of Serving, page 25 

1923 ς {ǘΦ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ {ŎƘƻƻƭ .ŀǎŜƳŜƴǘ !ŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ 
In the fall of 1923, the PTA raised funds for to put a basement under the new school. 

1924 ς Addition to the Parish Hall 
In the summer of 1924, an addition was built to the parish hall and the building remodeled so that it was 

more spacious.  The abandoned basement of the hall was renovated at this time. 
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1928 ς Church Rectory Moved and Renovated 
The rectory was replastered and redecorated, new coat of paint on the outside, both upstairs and 

downstairs floors and woodwork sanded, varnished and painted.  This renovation was made necessary 

since the house was moved 100 feet north of its former location, making a place for the church when the 

funds are available. 

 

{ǘΦ wƻƳŀƴΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ wŜŎǘƻǊȅΣ ǎƻǳǘƘŜŀǎǘ ŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƻŦ {Φ /ƘǳǊŎƘ {ǘ ŀƴŘ 9Φ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ !ǾŜΦ   

This view is looking east from Church St, Jackson Ave is left of this building. 

Picture Source: The Guardian, January 3, 1941, Page 7 
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1929 ς New Holy Angels Convent Building 
By late 1927, it was time to build the needed addition to the Convent.  To save costs, the new Annex 

was to be added to the 1898 Convent building.  The building would serve both as a Convent and as the 

future Holy Angels Academy.  Ground was broken for the construction on August 28, 1928.  The 

cornerstone was laid on October 30, 1928.  The final design of the building provided an entity of the four 

stories as a counterpart to the 1923 addition to St. Bernardôs Hospital.  Both were constructed of dark 

red brick, fire-proof with unique facades. 

The statue above the Convent entrance was one of the Blessed Virgin Mary by Kaletta.  The two upper 

stories were to serve the Sisters, while the lower two stores were designated for the boarding and day 

students of Holy Angels Academy.  Hot and cold water, central heating, electric lighting was provided 

throughout the building. 

The building was dedicated on April 16, 1929. 

 

1929 Convent Building, north side of building facing E. Jackson Ave. 1898 Convent building is behind this 

building.  View is south from E. Jackson Ave. 
Picture Source: Post Card 
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One Square Block Map ς End of 1920s 
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A New Name for the Parish ς мфолΩǎ 

1933 ς Blessed Sacrament Church is built 
In 1928, the parish had raised nearly $30,000 toward a new church and they contacted an architect to 

find out a total cost for construction.  The architect gave four estimates, one using granite masonry at 

$54,176, one using Batesville stone at $51,609, one using local stone masonry at $50,703 and the final 

one using red brick at $51,023.  The decision was to move forward with the red brick.   

In 1930, more than $30,000 had been raised.   

In 1932, the Diocesan Building Committee approved the beginning of construction.  The committee felt 

that the church would be able to finance the amount that would need to be borrowed, about $20,000.  In 

late 1932, construction started on the new church.   

The church was built of brick and stone in a primitive Romanesque style, adapted to modern 

requirements.  The façade of the church had two towers, one containing the belfry and the other a pipe 

organ.  The window frames were made out of cut stone and the art glass is secured.  Gutters, 

downspouts and all other sheet metal work were made of copper.  There was practically no exposed 

woodwork on the exterior of the building when built.  The exterior was built nearly all brick, stone or 

copper. 

In a letter from Bishop Morris, dated September 12, 1933, he agreed to the name change from St. 

Romanôs to Blessed Sacrament. 

The church was dedicated on October 17, 1933. 

 

Blessed Sacrament Church, front side (west side) facing S. Church St and south side to the right.  The church 

rectory is to the left, north of church. The view is from S. Church St facing northeast.   
Picture Source: Post Card 


























































































